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First follow NATURE, and your Judgment frame 
By her just Standard, which is still the same: 
 
Unerring Nature, still divinely bright, 
One clear, unchang'd and Universal Light, 
Life, Force, and Beauty, must to all impart, 
At once the Source, and End, and Test of Art 
Art from that Fund each just Supply provides, 
Works without Show, and without Pomp presides: 
In some fair Body thus th' informing Soul 
With Spirits feeds, with Vigour fills the whole, 
Each Motion guides, and ev'ry Nerve sustains; 
It self unseen, but in th' Effects, remains. 
 
Some, to whom Heav'n in Wit has been profuse. 
Want as much more, to turn it to its use, 
For Wit and Judgment often are at strife, 
Tho' meant each other's Aid, like Man and Wife. 
'Tis more to guide than spur the Muse's Steed; 
Restrain his Fury, than provoke his Speed; 
The winged Courser, like a gen'rous Horse, 
Shows most true Mettle when you check his Course. 
 
("Essay On Criticism", 1711, Alexander Pope) 
 
 

 


